Bat House
Information Guide

Thank you for supporting bat
conservation by putting up a bat
house on your property.

” Description

Your bat box is a single chamber bat
house constructed by woodworking
students at Superior Heights Collegiate
and Vocational School and painted by TKC
staff.

One major reason for the decline of bats
is the loss of habitat. This bat box
provides an important roosting habitat for
bats in the summer. The most likely bat
to occupy your bat house is the Little
Brown Bat.

* Installation Instructions

Your bat house should be installed in March
or early April so that female bats have a
safe, warm shelter before giving birth in

May-June.
Location:

e place on chimney, pole or mount on
building, ideally 3 metres or higher.

¢ face south or south-east, it should
receive 6-8 hours of direct sunlight.

e place where bats are known to exist,
near water if possible.

e make sure it is protected from
predators. A predator guard may need
to be installed.

e ensure there are no obstacles around it
that prevent bats from flying freely.

e it should not be put on a tree as they
have been shown to be unsuccessful.

Occupancy:

e wait at least 2 full summers before you
move or make any alterations to the bat
house. If it has not been occupied after
2 years, you may try moving it.

e bats are extremely vocal during the day
and you will be able to hear them.

e you can also tell if there are bats by bat
droppings. Their droppings make
excellent fertilizer.

Maintenance:

e your bat house should require very little
maintenance, however, some repairs or
cleaning may be needed.

e should be done in early spring/late fall.

e wear mask gloves and protective glasses
when cleaning.

e clean with a brush, hot water and non-
toxic soap. Use 10% bleach solution, if
mold is found.

* Bat Information

Did you Know?
There are 8 species of bats
found in Ontario

Migratory Bats
Three bat species migrate south for the
winter months, spending time in the
southern US, Caribbean and Mexico.
e Hoary Bat (Lasiurus cinereus)
o Eastern Red Bat (Lasiurus borealis)
e Silver-haired Bat (Lasionycteris
noctivagans)

Non-Migratory or Cave Dwelling Bats
Five bat species move to hibernation
roosts or hibernacula in the winter
months, these are often located in
abandoned mines or natural caves.
» Big Brown Bat (Eptesicus fuscus)
e Tri-colored Bat (Perimyotis subflavus)
 Little Brown Myotis (Myotis lucifugus)
e Northern long-eared Myotis (Myotis
septentrionalis)
o Eastern Small-footed Myotis (Myotis
leibii)
Bats are in trouble. Seven of the eight
bat species in Ontario are listed as

endangered both provincially and
nationally.
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