


Our Vision 
The Kensington Conservancy will work to 

inspire all members of the North Channel 

community to embrace positive conserva-

tion values that will promote the protection 

and preservation of natural ecosystems for 

all generations. 

 

Our Mission  
the establishment, development, mainte-

nance and management of nature reserves 

and programs in the St. Joseph Channel for 

the conservation and preservation of the 

natural ecosystems.  

 

CANADA 
PO Box 127, 7950 Highway 17 
Desbarats, Ontario P0R 1E0 
Canada 

UNITED STATES 
736 N. Western Avenue, PMB 346 
Lake Forest, IL 60045 
USA 

 

The Kensington Conservancy 
 
Phone: 705-782-2200 
Email: info@kensingtonconservancy.org  
Website: www.kensingtonconservancy.org  
 
It can be understood only through one of those typical visits to Desbarats 
camp that starts out as weekend and stretches out to a blissful fortnight or 
more. To those who have participated in the delightful experience of fully 
enjoying the Desbarats country, - its refreshing water, - its warm and pene-
trating sunshine and its sudden lashing storms,- its brilliant northern lights, -
its rugged islands, - and above all its free and friendly spirit. 
- Hermon Dunlap Smith 
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President’s Report 
 
It’s hard to believe it’s been a year since I assumed the presidency of The Kensington Conservancy and what 
an exciting year it’s been.  Having been around from the start, it’s been a true privilege to watch this organi-
zation come into being and grow to become a full-charge, bi-national land trust protecting almost 1,000 acres 
of property and actively working to educate the community about land stewardship and conservation.  
 
This past year has found us making progress on some very exciting projects.  For example, this year we will be 
holding our Annual General Meeting at the new Boyer Preserve, a 93-acre property we just acquired in the 
center of our service area that includes a combination of beautiful fields, forests, and wetlands.  We were 
able to acquire the property through the generosity of several donors along with a substantial grant from the 
Nature Conservancy of Canada.  The board is also working on plans to build a new, permanent office and ed-
ucation center on the north side of the Boyer Preserve in a beautiful meadow just a few steps away from the 
Desbarats docks and our current location. 
 
Another exciting project that is advancing really well is the effort to restore the banks along the lower part of 
Stobie Creek.  Driving east of Desbarats on Highway 17, you can see the new fencing and nose pumps we’ve 
installed that are allowing cattle to help themselves to a drink while keeping them from doing so in the creek 
itself.  After a very generous initial donation from the Phelps family, we have been able to obtain grants to 
continue with the work; most notably, we have received a $149,000 grant from the Ontario Trillium Founda-
tion.  We’re gaining momentum on rehabilitating the banks along with gaining the trust of the farmers on the 
adjacent to the creek. 
 
All of this exciting progress has been made possible by our extremely talented Executive Director, Tanna El-
liott, and her dedicated staff.  In addition to taking the board’s plans and turning them into reality, Tanna and 
her staff are the best ambassadors of TKC’s work anyone could ask for.  They are always hard at work making 
people aware of TKC and what it does.  I’m very excited about the bridges that they keep building to our 
community and at how they keep bringing in new partners to help us in our efforts. 
 
In the year to come we will continue to ensure that sensitive, ecologically significant properties are con-
served; we will educate and inspire the land stewards of today and tomorrow; and we will work to ensure 
that the protection efforts and programs we provide will go forward in perpetuity.  We look forward to see-
ing you all out on our properties and participating in our various events and programs. 
 
David Hofmann 
President 



A Message from the Executive Director  
 
Recently, I had the opportunity to take in the wonderful display of the Desbarats and area history that was 
put together in the Community Centre.  While I really enjoyed the beautiful artifacts, what I really noticed 
was the many familiar faces that we have lost over the years.  These wonderful faces were those whom I 
grew up thinking were the backbone of our community.   
 
Similarly, TKC has lost some very special faces in the last year whom I believe were the backbone of the TKC 
community.  Erling Lagerholm, was the first to understand the importance of protecting the Stobie Creek.  
That beautiful creek is now noted as not only a beautiful ecologically sensitive wetland, but is recognized as 
an ecologically significant wetland by the province of Ontario.  His vision of protecting that area is still on our 
radar and continues to be part of our 2016-2019 Strategic 
Plan.  
 
Sometimes you meet people in your life that make you see 
things you had never taken the time to appreciate before.  
Pam Bent, a wonderful and dedicated naturalist, knew and 
recorded the many species of birds in the area.  To hear her 
speak of her most recent sightings was to hear her love of 
this place.  Such a wonderful supporter of our work over the 
last ten years, and her visionary gift to help ensure we are 
here in perpetuity is a generosity unlike any other.   
 
There were others in TKC families that were also lost in 2016, 
and for those families we hold you all in our thoughts and prayers.   
 
2016 marked the first 10 years as a registered charity.  So many people who visit our organization for the first 
time comment on how much we have done in such a short time.  I would have to agree, and how did we 
manage to do that?  We did that because we have amazing support from our members. You all have contrib-
uted to our success.  As we celebrated our first 10 years with great fanfare in 2016, I am only encouraged and 
excited to see what the next decade brings. I am so very proud of the TKC family and organization as we 
grow, learn, and protect. 
 
With much respect and affection, 
 
Tanna Elliott 
Executive Director 



Financial Report 
 
2016 was another excellent year for the financial strength of 
The Kensington Conservancy. Your donations and support for 
our organization enabled us to meet all of our financial goals 
and operating objectives.  Additionally, the exchange rate for 
US to Canadian funds continued to be very advantageous. 
 
Our major financial action in 2016 was the purchase of the 
Boyer property.  After several years of planning, we were able 
to accomplish the purchase with the help of the Nature Con-
servancy of Canada, who granted us approximately one third 
of the total acquisition price, and The Conservation Fund of the 
United States, that provided a low interest bridge loan for the 
balance of the purchase price. We assumed the liability based 
upon future commitments received for donations specifically 
directed to support the purchase. 
 
As I have stated in the past, please remember that The Ken-
sington Conservancy’s annual operating budget is funded pri-
marily by member donations. Our annual budget covers staff 
payroll, administrative costs and basic operating expenses. Our 
annual appeal, which takes place in the fall of each year, funds 
the operating budget for the following year.  
 
Grants are specific in nature and cannot be used to fund our 
annual operating budget.  Funds from a grant may be used on-
ly for the project for which the grant was given. Grants assist the TKC in achieving its primary goals, but do 
not add to our economic stability. 
 
Thus as you can see, your individual donations are the life’s blood of the Conservancy.  Without your financial 
support, we would not be able to continue our activities to conserve and protect the lands and water of the 
North Channel for future generations.  Thank you for your past generosity and with your continued support we 
look forward to serving the needs of this wonderful area for years to come. 

 
Rick Sipe 
Treasurer 

Expenses  

Administration $29,006.11 

Outreach $35,342.83 

Land Acquisition  $52,178.50 

Communication/Membership $32,895.48 

Stewardship $29,517.83 

Public Education $48,911.77 

Partnership Development $5,890.47 

Total $233,743.00 

Revenue  

Grants $153,784.00 

Donations $171,363.00 

Memberships $6,610.00 

Miscellaneous $26,532.00 

Total $358,563.00 

Please note that all funds are in Canadian Dollars.   



A Year at a Glance  
 

 Completed the 2nd year of the Trillium Grant for the Stobie Creek Rehabilitation Project 
 
 Installed fencing and nose pumps along Stobie Creek to keep the cattle out of the water 
 
 Hosted our 2nd annual BioBlitz, this year of the Ripple Rock Preserve, and identified 131 species 
 
 Acquired the 93 –acre Boyer Preserve with help from the Nature Conservancy of Canada, the Conserva-

tion Fund and the wonderful staff at MacDonald Poitras Law Firm  
 
 Hired Carter Dorscht as our Land Stewardship Coordinator through the NOHFC Internship Program 
 
 Hired two summer students, Stephanie Donison and Victoria Hooymans, through the Canada Summer 

Jobs Program. 
 
 Hosted the Enchanted Forest Gala, a celebration of TKC’s 10th anniversary  
 
 Improved presence on social media, including Facebook, Twitter and Instagram 
 
 Organized another successful Sustain Algoma Expo at the Johnson Township Community Centre 
 
 Staff attended the Ontario Land Trust Alliance Annual Gathering and gained valuable knowledge from 

all the workshops that were offered there 
 
 Join the Ministry of Transportation’s Adopt-A-Highway Program and committed to cleaning up garbage 

along Highway 17 in Desbarats 
 
 Started a Christmas Bird Count for the Desbarats area that contributes to scientific data used through-

out the world 

 
 



The Enchanted Forest Gala 
 
News release originally written August 8, 2016  
 
The Kensington Conservancy, a local land trust, is proud to have celebrated their 10th anniversary as a regis-
tered charity in Canada.  The traditional 10th anniversary gift is tin, however, the Kensington Conservancy 
received the gift of a 10th anniversary gala on July 31st from a donor who wishes to remain anonymous.  
 
Almost 300 people enjoyed a celebration that allowed 100% of the ticket sales to go back to the charity.  The 
Johnson Township Community Centre in Desbarats was transformed into an "enchanted forest” for the occa-
sion.  Live music was perform by the Ross Phillips Band, followed by a fantastic meal catered by Grand Gar-
dens and entertainment from Sault Ste. Marie's own Tim Murphy, who performed as Joan Rivers. 
 
After dinner, Hugh MacDonald, the vice president of the Kensington Conservancy, introduced the evening 
with a welcome from the board of directors.  He introduced Tanna Elliott, Executive Director whom has been 
with the organization since 2006.  Peter Welles, outgoing president likened the gathering to not just look at 
the tall trees that make up the multi generations whom enjoy the area, but also the families whose deep 
roots hold it together.  The incoming president, David Hofmann, presented Welles with a gift from all those 
present and thanked him for his tremendous work over the past 10 years.  Welles, in 2014, was recognized 
by the Ontario Land Trust Alliance for his international work that has strengthened the movement here in 
Canada with a visionary award.  President Hofmann hinted at some amazing projects that are currently in the 
works that will move the conservancy's second ten years in a positive direction. 
 
The Kensington Conservancy is working to protect our precious lands and waters in perpetuity through volun-
tary conservation agreements and property procurement.  Embracing good stewardship practices, the con-
servancy works with the local community to develop programs that will promote greener and less intensive 
development, perform the best land and water management practices, control invasive species management 
and encourage low impact recreational activities.  
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